


HERESY HUNTING

In order to be ware 

we need to be aware!



We are now living in the midst of one of the most 
epochal changes in the structure of the Church that 
has ever been recorded. I like to call it the “Second 
Apostolic Age.” —C. Peter Wagner, Apostles Today: 
Biblical Government for Biblical Power
R. Douglas Geivett and Holly Pivec, A New Apostolic 
Reformation?: A Biblical Response to a Worldwide 
Movement(Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2014), 1.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nwpstlcrfrmtn?ref=Page.p+1&off=41&ctx=stolic+Reformation%3f%0a~We+are+now+living+in


“The New Apostolic Reformation, or NAR, is a 

counterfeit, unbiblical movement that has been 

gaining worldwide momentum. Its anointed celebrity 
leaders, meanwhile, are scurrying to distance 

themselves from the “NAR” label (invented by NAR 

founder C. Peter Wagner), especially now that 

discernment reporters have been shining the light of  

Scripture and the sheep have begun to take notice.” 

http://www.piratechristian.com/berean-examiner/the-six-hallmarks-of-

a-nar-church

Dr. Fred Chay

http://www.piratechristian.com/berean-examiner/the-six-hallmarks-of-a-nar-church


C. Peter Wagner                                                 Apostles Today by: C. Peter Wagner



Dr. Fred Chay

“According to the New Apostolic Reformation, 

only prophets, and occasionally apostles, can 

obtain new revelations. Evangelists, pastors, and 
teachers cannot. The prophets’ new revelations 

are crucial to overcoming the world, and the 

success of  the church depends on the apostles 

following through on the information prophets 

provide. 



Dr. Fred Chay

“The Seven Mountains are—it’s almost like
it’s a template for warfare. Because the
church so frequently does not have a
language for how it goes about taking
territory.” – Lance Wallnau, while speaking
on Patricia King’s Extreme Prophetic
Television broadcast



“The Seven Mountain mandate is an NAR strategy 
designed to take control of the power centers of the world. 
The Ohio Reformation Prayer Network has an abbreviated 
list of these seven areas on their promotional video:

• Family: where generational blessings or curses are 
passed on to our children

• Education: where little truth or lies about God and 
His creation are taught

• Government: where evil is little restrained or 
endorsed

Dr. Fred Chay



• Business: where people build for the glory of God or 
the glory of humankind
• Media: where events, news, information are 
interpreted and passed on to people through the lens 
of good and evil
• Arts and entertainment: where values and virtues are 
little celebrated or distorted
• Religion: where people worship God in “spirit and 
truth” or settle for religious rituals”

Dr. Fred Chay



APOSTLES IN THE NAR
FORM AND FUNCTION

•Authenticity

•Authority

•Role

•Function

•Delineation



THE FORM OF THE APOSTOLIC ORDER



Wagner holds that there are three broad categories 
of apostles.
•Vertical apostles: These apostles lead organizations, 
such as apostolic networks, and provide direct 
“spiritual covering” (counsel and correction) for 
those in their networks. 

• Horizontal apostles: These apostles lead groups of 
peers—such as all the pastors in a city or all the 
apostles in a nation—to work together to accomplish 
specific purposes. 

Dr. Fred Chay
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• Workplace apostles: These apostles provide 
leadership for Christians working in different sectors 
of society (for example, real estate, government, 
health care, or the media). 

R. Douglas Geivett and Holly Pivec, A New Apostolic 
Reformation?: A Biblical Response to a Worldwide 
Movement(Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2014), 42.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nwpstlcrfrmtn?ref=Page.p+42&off=916&ctx=Types+of+Apostles%0a~Wagner+holds+that+ther


Dr. Fred Chay

In addition to the three broad categories 
of apostles, Wagner believes there are 
four subcategories within each of the 
vertical and horizontal apostle 
categories. Those within the vertical 
category are:



Dr. Fred Chay

•Ecclesiastical apostles: These apostles lead 
apostolic networks of churches and parachurch 
ministries; examples include Ché Ahn (Harvest 
International Ministry, based in Pasadena, 
California), Bill Hamon (Christian International 
Ministries, based in Santa Rosa Beach, Florida), 
and Naomi Dowdy (Global Leadership Network, 
based in Singapore). 



Dr. Fred Chay

•Apostolic team members: These apostles are part 
of a leadership team that supports an apostle in 
the governance of his or her ministry. They can 
be other apostles who minister under the 
ecclesiastical apostle. Having an apostolic team 
allows an apostolic network to grow much larger 
because a single apostle can’t provide direct 
oversight of hundreds or thousands of 
churches—



Dr. Fred Chay

and direct oversight is seen as crucial to the health 
of the network. For example, HIM—an apostolic 
network of more than 20,000 churches—is led by 
presiding apostle Ché Ahn but also has an 
apostolic team under Ahn’s leadership made up 
of apostles Sam and Linda Caster, Brian and 
Candace Simmons, Charles and Anne Stock, Mark 
and Ann Tubbs, and Lance and Annabelle 
Wallnau.



Dr. Fred Chay

•Functional apostles: These apostles lead 
individuals or groups working within a 
specialized area of ministry; an example is Jane 
Hansen (Aglow International, an organization for 
women based in Edmonds, Washington). 

• Congregational apostles: These apostles lead 
large churches, such as pastors of megachurches. 



Dr. Fred Chay

The subcategories of horizontal apostles are:

•Convening apostles: These apostles call together 
peer-level leaders who minister in a specific 
field. Wagner has acted as the convening 
apostle over a number of groups, including ICAL, 
the ACPE, and the International Society of 
Deliverance Ministers.
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•Ambassadorial apostles: These are itinerant 
apostles who catalyze apostolic movements in 
nations and various regions of the world through 
activities such as convening regional apostolic 
summits or assisting apostles in organizing their 
networks. John Kelly—before becoming the 
convening apostle of ICAL—served as the 
coalition’s ambassadorial apostle.
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•Mobilizing apostles: These apostles mobilize 
Christians for a specific cause or project. 
For example, Cindy Jacobs mobilizes 
Christians in prayer and spiritual warfare 
efforts to reform America back to its 
“biblical roots.”
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•Territorial apostles: These apostles provide 
leadership in specific regions, such as cities, 
states, and nations. For example, John 
Benefiel is seen as a territorial apostle in 
the state of Oklahoma. Doug Stringer has 
been seen as a territorial apostle in 
Houston, Texas.



Dr. Fred Chay

•Wagner also notes that apostles do not all fit 
into neat categories, and many apostles have 
more than one spiritual gift. Wagner, for 
example, sees himself as an “apostle-teacher.” 
And Bill Hamon sees himself as a “prophet-
apostle.”50

R. Douglas Geivett and Holly Pivec, A New Apostolic 
Reformation?: A Biblical Response to a Worldwide 
Movement(Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2014), 43–44.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nwpstlcrfrmtn?ref=Page.p+43&off=95&ctx=ance+God%E2%80%99s+kingdom.%0a~In+addition+to+the+t


THE FUNCTIONS OF NAR APOSTLES

Here is a list of the things that any apostle will do, 
according to Peter Wagner:

•An apostle will receive revelation (directly and from 
prophets).

•An apostle will cast new vision for the church (based 
on the revelation the apostle has received).

•An apostle will govern within the church.

•An apostle will “birth” new ministries.

Dr. Fred Chay



THE FUNCTIONS OF NAR APOSTLES
•An apostle will lead the church in spiritual warfare.

•An apostle will teach.

•An apostle will impart God’s blessings in others 
(including spiritual gifts).

•An apostle will initiate and carry out projects by 
strategizing and fundraising.

•An apostle will complete projects by bringing them 
to desired conclusions.
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THE FUNCTIONS OF NAR APOSTLES

•An apostle will equip others for ministry.

•An apostle will send out others who are 
equipped to fulfill their roles in expanding the 
kingdom of God.

•An apostle will raise up future leadership.

Dr. Fred Chay



THE FUNCTIONS OF NAR APOSTLES

Here is a list of things that are true for many, but not 
all, apostles. They will:

• have seen Jesus personally;

•perform supernatural manifestations, such as 
miraculous signs and wonders;

•expose heresy;

Dr. Fred Chay



THE FUNCTIONS OF NAR APOSTLES

•plant new churches;

•appoint and oversee local church pastors;

•settle disputes in the church;

•impose church discipline, including excommunication;

•provide “spiritual covering” (counsel and correction) 
for other leaders;

Dr. Fred Chay



THE FUNCTIONS OF NAR APOSTLES

•suffer physical persecution;

•attract and distribute financial resources within 
the network of churches;

•minister cross-culturally;

•fast frequently;
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THE FUNCTIONS OF NAR APOSTLES

•take back territory from the enemy and transfer it 
to the kingdom of God;

•cast out demons; and

•break curses of witchcraft.

R. Douglas Geivett and Holly Pivec, A New Apostolic 
Reformation?: A Biblical Response to a Worldwide 
Movement(Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2014), 45–47.
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