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Fred Chay 
The New Apostolic Reformation Movement 

 
I. Define 
 
A religious phenomenon which attempts to trace its roots back to the Great Protestant 
Reformation, and pioneered by C. Peter Wagner. Primarily comprised of Charismatic and 
Pentecostal churches, it is a loose collection of non-denominational and independent 
churches rallying around a particular set of biblical interpretations.  The New Apostolic 
Reformation embraces the largest segment of non-Catholic Christianity worldwide and is the 
fastest growing.  
 
 
II. Describe 

 
- NAR is a combination of Pentecostal and Charismatic churches that form a loosely fitting 

network or coalition of participants that embrace the basic tenets of these organizations 
coupled with the understanding that the office of prophet and apostle have been re-
opened by God.  

 
- NAR believes in the phrase “Five-Fold Ministry,” in which they assert that this phrase 

comes from Ephesians 4. They espouse that apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and 
teachers are not only gifts but also offices with respect to apostles and prophets.  

 
- The New Apostolic Reformation teaches that God’s intended form of church governance 

is apostles and prophets, holding leadership over evangelists, pastors, and teachers. 
Furthermore, apostles are seen as the highest of all spiritual leaders, being specially 
empowered by God. Next to the apostles are the prophets, who are God’s spokespersons.  

 
- According to New Apostolic thinking, mankind lost its dominion over earth as part of the 

fall of Adam. So, Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross not only resolved our sin debt, but it 
empowered mankind—specifically, Christians—to retake control of the earth. The New 
Apostolic Reformation sees seven areas in which believers are supposedly empowered 
and expected to dominate: government, arts, finances, education, religion, family, and 
media. Some call this “The Seven Mountains Mandate.” (Also Post Mill) 

 
- Also, according to NAR, spiritual warfare is meant to resolve worldly concerns. For 

example, economic troubles or health problems in a particular city are seen as the result 
of a demonic spirit’s influence. Prayer, research into the specific name of that demon, and 
other spiritual disciplines are then applied in an effort to combat this presence. This is 
necessary not only for the health of the region, but also because the church cannot take 
“dominion” over that area until the demonic control has been lifted. Territorial mapping! 
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III. Defenders 

 
 

- C. Peter Wagner 
Considered as the leading figure in the New Apostolic Reformation, and has assumed the 
role of key leader/ proponent/ apostle. He described himself as the first person who noticed 
the movement, gave a name to it, and started writing books about it.  

 
- Rick Joyner 

 
Has been part of the Apostolic-Prophetic Movement and an advocate for the Five-Fold 
Ministry, and has been considered a leader in this movement since he published “The 
Harvest” in 1989, in which he predicted there would soon be a Prophetic Movement and a 
separate Apostolic Movement.  

 
He’s also the founder and president of The Oak Initiative, which is an NGO (Non Gov Org) 
for Christians who desire to Unite, Mobilize, Equip, and Activate Christians to be the salt and 
light they called to be by engaging in the great issues of our time from a sound biblical 
worldview.  

 
- Kim Clement 
Together with his wife, Jane Clement, he founded a church called House of Destiny. 
According to www.kimclement.com, he is used by God to tell the future and to tell it to the 
world.  

 
- Other proponents are: Doris Wagner (C. Peter Wagner’s wife), Samuel Rodriguez, Ed 

Silvoso, Jim Ammerman, Cindy Jacobs, Os Hillman, Julius Ovet, Pat Francis, Bill 
Haman, Lou Engle, Harry Jackson, Lance Wallnau, Todd Bentley, and John Benefiel. 
 

- Organizations and ministries involved in NAR are: The International Coalition of 
Apostles (ICA), The Apostolic Council of Prophetic Elders (ACPE), The International 
Association of Healing Ministries (IAHR), The International Society of Deliverance 
Ministries (ISDM), The Apostolic Council for Educational Accountability (ACEA), The 
Eagle Vision Apostolic Team (EVAT), The Wagner Leadership Institute (WLI), The 
Heartland Apostolic Network (HAN), and the Global Harvest Ministries.  
 

- Prominent figures who have participated in NAR events include: 

• David Barton of WallBuilders 
• Sam Brownback, former US Senator of Kansas 
• Charles Colson of Prison Fellowship 
• James Dobson of Focus on the Family 
• Steve Douglass of Campus Crusade for Christ 
• Father Joseph Fessio of Ignatius Press 
• Maggie Gallagher of the National Organization for Marriage 
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• Jim Garlow of Renewing American Leadership 
• Mike Huckabee, former governor of Arkansas and Republican presidential candidate 
• Andrea Lafferty of the Traditional Values Coalition 
• Richard Land of the Southern Baptist Convention’s Ethics and Religious Liberty 
Commission 
• Bishop Richard Malone, eleventh Bishop of Portland, Maine 
• Penny Nance of Concerned Women for America 
• Tony Perkins of the Family Research Council 
• Rick Scarborough of Vision America 
• Alan Sears of the Alliance Defense Fund 
• Tim Wildmon of the American Family Association 
 

IV. Delineation 
 

- The most dangerous aspect of this movement resides in their use of the power and authority 
of the gift and position of Apostle. Wagner has provided a hierarchy of the orders of 
Apostles. One important question regarding this list is Where did he get it? 
 

 
V. Deficiencies 
 
- Biblically, there are major problems with the New Apostolic Reformation. Claiming that 

Christians have access to certain spiritual gifts is one thing, but their distinctive approach 
to the role of apostles and prophets is a stretch from what is found in the Bible. More to 
the point, the office of apostle requires traits that are impossible today. For example, true 
apostles must be personal eyewitnesses of the risen Christ (1 Corinthians 9:1; 15:7–8), 
specifically designated as apostles by Jesus (Galatians 1:1; Acts 1:2; Luke 6:13), and 
already verified by miraculous signs (Matthew 10:1; 2 Corinthians 12:2; Acts 5:12). 

 
- The idea of new revelations from God, especially those that come in the form of vague, 

easily reinterpreted mysteries, runs counter to the idea of a faith delivered “once for all” 
to mankind (Jude 1:3). The same holds true for miracles: the ideological father of the 
movement, C. Peter Wagner, decreed the end of European Mad Cow disease in 2001—
and the disease is still being diagnosed and treated over a decade later. 

 
- The emphasis on an earthly kingdom contradicts Jesus’ own declaration that the 

Kingdom of God was spiritual, not political (John 18:36). It places an unhealthy 
emphasis on political and worldly approval, rather than Christlike influence. The 
movement seems to be Post Millennial in that we the church will make the world into the 
kingdom and then after that is accomplished Jesus will return. Of course in some sense 
Jesus is ruling in our hearts now and we are ruling over the earth now under the 
leadership of the apostles. 
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VI. Dangers 
 
- NAR has a propensity to misinterpret Scripture (ex: misinterpretation of Acts 3: 19-21, 

Genesis 1:28, Deuteronomy 28:13-14, and Ephesians 4: 11-12) 
 

- Much of what the New Apostolic Reformation teaches has at least some basis in 
Scripture, albeit carried much further than the Bible intends. That, however, still makes 
those doctrines unbiblical.  
 

- The tendency of the New Apostolic Reformation to treat spiritual warfare as a type of 
Christianized voodoo is not only unbiblical, but dangerous. 
 

- In order for one to be considered an “apostle”, the aspirant must be nominated by two 
existing apostles, and pay fees that are staggeringly low bar for apostolic authority. It’s 
just like joining a country club. 

 
 
Conclusion:  
 

As Mark Haywood said, “For the many reasons the NAR is both a Movement and a 

Monster.  It is a Movement because it holds certain beliefs and practices to achieve its stated 

goals and objectives, as explained the definition above.  However, it is also a Monster in that 

NAR propagates heretical teachings and practices that are not biblical and are not steeped in 

Orthodox Church History.”  
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