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Fred Chay 

                                      

Walk Wisely in a Wicked World 

Stay in Step with the Spirit   
Eph 5:15-21 

 

Introduction 

Paul has instructed the church to walk worthy, walk in unity, walk in love and walk in the 

light. He now exhorts us to walk wisely. He has exhorted them to awake from moral 

darkness and walk in the light.  Paul is about to instruct the church as to how believers 

are to live or conduct themselves spiritually within two specific areas of life: The familial 

and social arenas. But the power to walk as a Christian is found in the Spirit. 

 

The Request 5:15 

A. The Translation option 

1. “Look carefully then, how you Walk”  

        (The adverb “carefully” modifies the verb “Look”) 

 

2.  “Look how carefully you are walking”  

        (ESV has “Look: Adverb “careful” modifies “walk”) 

*The point is not how carefully one is to observe but how carefully one is to walk. 

 

B. The Truth Offered 

       1. We are to monitor our walk- conduct. Do this by imitating Christ 5:1 

 

       2. Be wise not unwise  Sophoi not Asophoi 

            Wisdom- Turn known facts into insight for living.  

 

            Paul has exhorted the believers to not walk like the unbeliever 4:17-32 

            Now he tells them it is not wise to walk like those who are non believers. 

            Instead, as believers they are to try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord 5:10  

           * Remember one of the reasons it is not wise- Not inherit the kingdom of God 

  

The Reason 5:16 

A. The Translation 

       “Take advantage of every opportunity” “ Redeem or buy back the time (Kairos)”   

 

B. The Truth 

1. Christians are to be engaged actively taking advantage for the Lord, every 

opportunity we are given. 

 

2. “Redeem or buy back” is a “participle of manner” and in the middle voice-     

        We are to be involved “redeeming the time for your self” (Use Sp. gifts.)  
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3. The Reason- Because the days are “evil”  

       Paul uses Evil 13x (3 in Eph 5:16, 6:13, 16) 

       Paul sees that the church and all Christians are locked in a cosmic and    

       spiritual battle Eph 2:2.  Evil day 6:13 Evil one 6:16 

 

 “Every square inch of the universe is claimed by God and counter claimed by   

   Satan” C.S. Lewis 

 

                  We are to realize the times we live in and make the most of it- trying to find  

                  what is pleasing to the Lord. 

 

    Perspective:  “The sons of Issachar understood the times and knew what Israel 

                            was to do.” I Chron 12:32 

 

“You say the times are evil: Live nobly and you will change the times” St Augustine 

  

How can we do it?  It takes the power of the Holy Spirit 

 

 

The Response 5:17-21 

    Paul will instruct us how we are to walk wisely both in our thoughts (:17)  

    and in the actions of our Life (:18-21) by the power of the Spirit. 

 

   A. How we are to Think :17 

1. Don’t become foolish :17a 

            Asophia (:15)  foolish in mental insight or principals of life  

            Aphron (:17) foolish in practical outworking of the life principles 

 

Many Christians lack understanding of truth and also the lack of ability to apply truth in 

their life. It is good to know the bible but it is also essential to use the truth in life 

situations. Hence, we need to apply scripture not just hear sermons.  

 

Paul tells us the scripture is to make a difference in our lives. 2 Tim 3:16   

Psalm 119:11-12, 104 

 

2 “Understand” the Will of the Lord :17b  ( 5:10 learn what is pleasing to the 

Lord) 

            a.  The Action  

                 Intelligent grasp of knowledge that results in consequences.  

                 Discernment with Results in Deportment. 

 

             b.  The Content 

                  “The will of the Lord”  (see 5:10) 

                    We have been taught in Christ (4:20-21) and hence should live like Him   

                     (4:17- 32.) To do so is to Imitate Christ (5:1) and to be wise and  

                     understand what Christ desires. 
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        B.   How are we to Live? :18-21  (GIGO) 

                1. Negative 

                    -The Request  Don’t be drunk ( Imperative) :18a  ( Prov 23:31) 

                         Being Drunk is not the same as having a drink. 

                         Paul might have known they had a problem with drinking? 

                         Paul knows the cultural context?  

    Dionysus celebration (the god of wine) 

    Bacchus festival 

    Simonian Gnostic Mystery rites (wrongly attributed to Simon of Acts 8) 

 

                         Paul knew that some Christians got drunk at celebrations I Cor 11:21-22 

                     

                    - The Reason 

                         “Asotia” (a Sot, snort full)  Dissipation, Debauchery  I Pt 4:4 Titus 1:6 

                         Christians are not to be out of control-out of their minds (Drugs or Glue) 

                         (Does this imply Hypnosis is wrong? Medical marijuana?) 

                         

                        The dangers of Substance abuse 

                         Russian and Japan alcohol issues Mexico drug issues. Latin American   

                         American problem 

 

                  2. Positive 

                       a. The Request :18b 

                           …but be filled with “the” spirit 

A perennial problem text has been ph 5:18. For many it is not a problem because they 

simply overlook the issue or are not aware that there is a problem. Ignorance is bliss? Not 

true if you are interested in the truth. The solution is based on grammar and syntax, as 

well as lexical and sectional context. 

 

The Text 

 
BGT  Ephesians 5:18 καὶ μὴ μεθύσκεσθε οἴνῳ, ἐν ᾧ ἐστιν ἀσωτία, ἀλλὰ 

πληροῦσθε ἐν πνεύματι, 
 

 The Translation 

 
NAS  Ephesians 5:18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled 

with the Spirit,  (Present Passive Imperative- “Be being filled…) 

  
NET  Ephesians 5:18 And do not get drunk with wine, which is debauchery, but be filled 

by the Spirit, 

 
NKJ  Ephesians 5:18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled 

with the Spirit, 

 

 



 4 

The Trouble 

   Be filled in spirit or be filled with spirit, or be filled by means of the spirit 

  The text does not include: “by” “the”, “Holy” or “Spirit” 

  How are we to translate the preposition EN. En  In, With or By? 

  How are we to interpret the word spirit?  πνεύματι 
  Is there a connection of filled and spirit in the book of Ephesians? 

  Notice: Spirit- 1:13, 2:18, 2:22, 3:5 4:23, 5:18, 6:18 

 

The Typical Alternatives 

   1. Be filled “with” the Holy Spirit 

       Pro-  The preposition  EN in the dative case can be the dative of content 

       Con- There is no other use of the dative En after the word “filled” that equals  

       content.   ExSyn 375 states, "There are no other examples in biblical Greek in which  

        ἐν + the dative after πληρόω indicates content.  

 

   2. Filled by Holy Spirit- dative of agency “by means” of H.S.   

The parallel with (wine) οἴνῳ as well as the common grammatical category of means suggest 

that the idea intended is that believers are to be filled by means of the [Holy] Spirit. If so there 
seems to be an unnamed agent. The meaning of this text can only be fully appreciated in light of 

the filled (πληρόω) language in Ephesians. Always the term is used in connection with a 

member of the Trinity. Three considerations seem to be key: (1) In Eph 3:19 the 'hinge' prayer 
introducing the last half of the letter makes a request that the believers 'be filled with all the 

fullness of God' (πληρωθῆτε εἰς πᾶν πλήρωμα τοῦ θεοῦ). The explicit content of filling 

πληρόω is thus God's fullness (probably a reference to his moral attributes). (2) In 4:10 Christ is 

said to be the agent of filling (with v. 11 adding the specifics of his giving spiritual gifts). (3) The 
author then brings his argument to a crescendo in 5:18: Believers are to be filled by Christ by 
means of the Spirit with the content of the fullness of God."  NET Bible Hall Harris 
 

N.B. The Trinitarian concept is replete in Eph 1:4-14, 17, 2:18,22 3:4-5, 14-17, 4:4-6, 

5:18-20 

 This solution then allows Paul to be reinforcing his earlier writings in Galatians 5. 

 

3.  Filled in the sphere or location of the “human spirit” 

     The dative is a dative of sphere or location. Christians are not to be drunk- controlled  

     with wine in their spirit but full with spiritual songs and Psalms. My spirit is to be full    

     of spiritual input and influence not external wine that puts me out of control. 

 

4. The Church, the body is to have a spiritual orientation in the “corporate spirit” of the    

     Church.  The “church spirit” 

     Paul emphasizes the body unity 4:3ff  The Mystery or Jew and gentile 

     Paul exhorts the body 4:17-5:15 to Walk worthy, holy, in love in light in wisdom and  

     imitate Christ. 5:1 Walk under control not in drunkenness. 

 

Consideration 

 In any solution we must also take into consideration Theological Correlation    

 Hence we must also look at: Colossians 3:15-17  Let the word of Christ dwell in you…  

                                               Gal. 5:16ff  “but I say Walk in the Spirit…… 
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Conclusion 

To validate and solve this issue one must observe the original text, understand the 

grammar and syntax of the sentence and also perceive the meaning of key words as well 

as place these details in the context of the whole book and the larger corpus of Paul’s 

cannon. 

The answer to this exegetical problem results in a theological conclusion, with pastoral 

implications. 

  

If we take this as being filled with the HS (by means of the agency of the HS) then this is 

similar to Gal. 5:16 accomplished by allowing the word of Christ dwell in us Col.3. 

But this is not the same as other ministries of the Holy Spirit. 

  1. Being baptized “in the Spirit” or “by the Spirit.”  

      When we become a Christian we are baptized or associated with or placed into the  

       body of Christ I Cor 12;13. Baptism was an outer symbol of an inner reality of   

       association (Baptism of Moses, John the Baptist- being in association  Acts 19   

        

      This is what was predicted by Jesus Acts 1:5 and occurred to the early church in     

      Acts 2 and in fact this is what began the church. It is a non external phenomena. It is       

      not accompanied with tongues as classic Pentecostalism taught. (Tongues was  

      actually a sign gift for the purpose of judgment against the unbelieving Jews  I Cor    

      14:22) 

 

  2. Being Indwelt by the Spirit Rom 8:9 

      This is also a positional event that does not exhibit supernatural phenomena. It is true      

      that we are a new creation ( II Cor. 5:17-19) but this does not need the evidence of  

      tongues. 

 

** Filling is an ongoing ministry of the HS for the sanctification of Christians 

 

b. The Results :19-21 

      (5 participles dependent on one imperative- be filled. The participles       

       are either functioning as imperatives or they express the result of     

       being filled) 

       These demonstrate what is pleasing to the Lord Eph 5:10, 17 

                               ( The ministry of the HS produces…..) 

 

                               1. Speaking-  Using voice (Opposite of coarse jesting and silly talk  

                                   (See Col 3:16) Notice that Paul does not tell them to engage in   

                                    Tongues!!! 

                                    a. Psalms- plucking a bow or instrument. 

                                    b. Hymns humois – “hymn”  song in honor of the gods 

                                    c. Spiritual songs  odes- dirge in Greek tragedy and joy and praise                            

                                         (“Spiritual” modifies the last of the three not all three words) 

                                          Maybe these include Col. 1:15-20  Phil 2:5-11  I Cor.14:26 
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                                2. Singing 19b  (2 participles) 

                                     (Singing songs and Psalming  -The two form a unit) 

                                      How do we do it? With our heart- to the Lord 

                                      Not out of your mind or blank but with the heart to the Lord not  

                                      the choir director or the choir or the band. 

 

                                3. Thanking :20 (Eph 1:16 Col 1:3,12  3:17) Eucharist Giving thanks  

                                     Even in hard times a sign of being led / filled with the Spirit is that  

                                     we are thankful. Gal 5 Love, joy, peace, patience…. 

 

                                     NB Full title of our “Lord Jesus Christ” 

                                           Notice once again the Trinitarian concept 

                                          God the Father- Jesus and the filling of the Spirit 1:4-14,17  

                                          2:18,22 3:4-5 14-17, 4:4-6 5:18-20  

 

                                 3. Submitting :21 

                                     - What:  

                                        Hupotasso- To order yourself under a leader. 

                                                            In middle voice- submit yourself 

                                                            If take as a passive voice- be subject to another 

                                     - How 

                                        When we are led by the Spirit we submit our desires to the needs  

                                        of others. John 13:34-35, Rom 12:10, Philp 2:3 

                                        This is only accomplished consciously and continuously by the  

                                        power of the HS in our life. Not by legalism or self will power 

 

                                     - Why-  “Fear of the Lord” 

                                           Learn what is pleasing to the Lord 5:10   Acts 9:31 

                                           Inherit the kingdom Eph 5:15, II Cor 5:10, 7:1 fear of the Lord 

                                           1 Peter 1:17. Conduct yourselves in fear! 

 

                        

 

Lets Make it Current- Lets Make it Personal 

   Is it your goal to imitate the Lord? Eph 5:1 

   Is it your goal to try to please the Lord 5:10  

   Is it your goal to try to find the will of the Lord 5:17 

   Are you being led or filled or under the control of the Holy Spirit? 5:18 

   What evidence do you see that you are? 

   Do others see the ministry of the Spirit in you? 

   What areas of your life are more difficult to surrender to Him?  

     (speech-slander/ thoughts-lust/ money-greed /emotions-fear-anxiety anger/  faith-trust) 

   What are you going to do about it…. today? 


