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Submission in Society and Scripture  
Eph 6:1-9 

 

Introduction 

Paul has instructed the church to walk worthy, walk in unity, walk in love, walk in the light and 

walk in wisdom. We have seen how Paul instructed the church as to how believers are to live or 

conduct themselves spiritually within marriage. Now we see four other areas of relational 

instruction. This is a continuation of what it means to submit to one another and as always, the 

power to do so is found in our walk with the Spirit. 

 

The Request 5:15           

The Reason  5:16 

The Response 5:17-21 

   A. How we are to Think :17 

  B.   How are we to Live? 5:18-6:9  (GIGO) 

          1. Speaking -  Using voice (Opposite of coarse jesting and silly talk)  

          2. Singing 19b  (2 participles) 

          3. Thanking :20 (Eph 1:16 Col 1:3,12  3:17) Eucharist- Giving thanks  

          4. Submitting :21 

 

Paul is now going to apply the principle of submission using the sociological rubric or 

“Household codes” (Wives, Husbands, Children, Fathers, Slaves, Masters) 

 This will include: Address to group- Imperative- Amplification- Motivation for action                       

                     

A. Submission in Marriage 5:22-32  ( I Peter 3:1-7) 

      1. The Responsibility of the Wife 5:22-24 

          a. The Request  5:22 

          b. The Reason   5:23 

          c. The Result     5:24a 

 

      2. The Responsibility of the Husband 5:25-28       

              a. The Request 5:25a  

              b. The Reason  5:25b-27          

                    

This is the goal of the church and the climax of Paul’s theology (Col. 1:28, 2 Cor. 11:2). 

In Eph 1:4 God Chose believers to be holy and blameless through the Father’s election the Son’s 

redemption and the Spirit’s sealing 1:4-14. This is the giving of new life to sinners 2:1-10 and 

making them into one new man and a new entity, the body of Christ 2:11-3:13. This new body is 

to live in unity, 4:1-16, holiness, 4:17-32, love 5:1-6, light  5:7-14 and wisdom 5:15-6:9. All that 

God desires for the church 1:4 will be accomplished in the eternal future 5:27: The holy and 

blameless body of Christ. 

Application - Husbands are to love their wife as Christ loves the church. 

  



              c. Responsibility :28-31 

                  1. The Request :28 

                  2. The Reason :29-30 

         3. The Reality for the Church 5:32 

         4. The Review for the Family 5:33 

 

  B. Submission of Children 6:1-3  (See Col. 3:20 for the same groups and instruction)  

       Notice the tie to the OT -  Ex 20:12, Deut 5:16 

       If kids rebel they are exposed to more danger- shorter life (Tell your grand kids) 

       Children are to submit- it is what the Lord desires (Unity 4:3 His will 5:10, 17) 

 

B. Submission of Fathers 6:4 

      Shortest instruction 

      1. Negative - Don’t exasperate, provoke 

      2. Positive - Train in discipline of the Lord (Spare the rod spoil the child) 

                          Kids need it to realize that this is how life works with the Lord (Hb 12) 

 

C. Submission of Slaves 6:5-7   

       Notice so much material since so many of the early church were slaves 

       There were a variety of slave relationships. (Forced- Free / Voluntary- Involuntary) 

      1. The Request 6:5-7 

     - Positive (Notice how many references to - Christ, Lord, God) 

         Be obedient with fear (Phobos) & trembling (Tromos) as to Christ 

         Slavery did exist and Paul does not seek to change it. 2 Cor. 7 Philemon:16 

            (Today “Federal Vision Theology” in Idaho still feels slavery is right) 

            Work for the Lord with sincerity and serenity of heart. 

            We are all slaves of Christ. 

 

     - Negative 

          Vision is essential. You work for God not man. So work well because God     

           knows your aptitude and sees your action and attitude. 

 

 2. The Reason 6:8 

       Reap / Sow Principle (Gal. 5) Bema seat Rom 14:10 2 Cor 5:9-10, 2 John 8   

 

D. Submission of Slave Owners 6:9  (See Col 3:21) 

       Everybody serves someone. Even masters have a Master!  

       The masters on earth have the same Master in heaven as their slave on earth. LJC  

         Word play- Kurios = master. The Master i.e. Jesus is “Lord”- Master = Kurios. 

         No partiality with the Master. Bema seat I Pt 1:17, 2 Cor 5, Rm 14, I Jo 2:28  

 

In all our work we do we are to do our work unto the Lord. 

“Whether eat or drink (or work) do all to the glory of God” I Cor 10 

 

Why do we all struggle with submission at some level?  

We see ourselves as superior to others and have trouble seeing God as Sovereign over all. 


