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GBC. Joint Heirs 

Fred Chay 

 

The Danger of Selective Supernaturalism 
 

Introduction 

The Apostle Paul has reminded us that we war against spiritual forces in the heavenly realm Eph 

6:10-13. We are not talking about the natural world but the supernatural world! 

When we as evangelicals talk about the Supernatural we get nervous. Why? 

 

   The danger of extreme Charismatics  

   The danger of experience over exposition 

 

What we agree on: 

  GOD 

      One God who is GOD Alone.  Yahweh.  

      Exodus 3:13-18 15:11, Deut. 4:23,24,29,31 “Lord your god” Yahweh … Elohim  

      Trinitarianism. One Essence three persons. Matt 3-4, 2 Cor 13 Eph 1:3-14 

      Jesus the only begotten son of God. John 1,3 

 

   Angels 

     Angelic Host, Messengers, Ministers 

       Elect- Ranks and orders. They serve us now and we will rule them in the future! I Cor 6:2-3 

       Evil- Fallen and Finite. Leader is Lucifer, Satan the Devil, the evil one, the god of this world      

       who with his demons seek to destroy, lie (John 12) and dispense doctrine of demons.  

       I Tim 4:1 (Isa 14, Ezk 28, 2 Cor 4:4) 

      

   Locations & Aspects 

       Heaven, Hell and the Third Heaven 

       The fact of multidimensions 

 

The question is: 

 What role do the angelic host play in ruling the world then and now and in the future? How   

 does what Paul say’s about world rulers and spiritual forces (Eph 6) fit into the world we    

experience? Does any of it explain the wickedness and evil we see today and throughout history?  

 

Psalm 82:1 

God [elohim] stands in the divine assembly; 

he administers judgment in the midst of the gods [elohim] 

 

      Elohim- God, angel in Hebrew, Canaanite and other religious systems 

 

Psalm 82:1 elohim occurs twice  

The first elohim must be singular. Hebrew grammar has the word as the subject of a singular    

verbal form (“stands”). The second elohim must be plural. The preposition in front of it (“in 

the midst of”) requires more than one. You can’t be “in the midst of” one. The preposition calls 
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for a group—as does the earlier noun, assembly. The meaning: The singular elohim of Israel 

presides over an assembly of elohim. 

 

God has called this council meeting to judge the elohim for corrupt rule of the nations. In vs :6 

these elohim are “sons of God”. God says to them: 

I have said, “You are gods [elohim], 

and sons of the Most High [beney elyon], all of you. 

 

The Most High (elyon) was the God of Israel. (e.g., Gen 14:18–22; Num 24:16; Pss 7:17; 

18:13; 47:2).  

The sons of God/the Most High here are called elohim, the pronoun “you” in verse 6 is a 

plural form in the Hebrew. Who are they? 

 

Three Options for the Sons of God 

1. God the Father speaking to the other members of the Trinity. The psalm has God judging 

the other elohim for corruption (vv. 2–4). The corrupt elohim are sentenced to die like 

humans (v. 7). The end of the psalm makes it evident that the elohim being chastised were 

given some sort of authority over the nations of the earth, and they failed. This doesn’t fit 

the Trinity. 

2. Elohim are men or Jewish judges. The OT does not tell us that the Jews were to rule over 

and judge the nations. They were to be separate from the other nations. (Gen 12:1) Other 

references in the Old Testament that refer to a divine council of elohim do not seem to be 

Jews / humans. (But they are to die like men :7? Jesus alludes to this: Jn 10:34 men?) 

 

Psalm 89:5–7 (Hebrew: vv. 6–8) contradicts a divine council in which the elohim are humans. 

5 “And so the heavens will praise your wonderful deed, O Yahweh, 

even your faithfulness, in the assembly of the holy ones. 
6 For who in the sky is equal to Yahweh? 

Who is like Yahweh among the sons of God, 
7 a God feared greatly in the council of the holy ones, 

and awesome above all surrounding him?” 

 
The location of the sons of God are in the heavens not on the earth! 

Job 38:4–7  

4 “Where were you at my laying the foundation of the earth? 
Tell me, if you possess understanding. 
5 Who determined its measurement? Yes, you do know. 
Or who stretched the measuring line upon it? 
6 On what were its bases sunk? 
Or who laid its cornerstone, 
7 when the morning stars were singing together 
and all the sons of God shouted for joy? 
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When God laid the foundations of the earth, the “sons of God” were there, shouting for joy before 

the creation of the world. We might think of them as angels, but that wouldn’t be quite correct. 

 

“The unseen world has a hierarchy, something reflected in such terms as archangel versus angel. 

That hierarchy is sometimes difficult for us to discern in the Old Testament, since we aren’t 

accustomed to viewing the unseen world like a dynastic household as an Israelite would have 

processed certain terms used to describe the hierarchy. In the ancient Semitic world, sons of God 

(Hebrew: beney elohim) is a phrase used to identify divine beings with higher-level responsibilities 

or jurisdictions. The term angel (Hebrew: malʾak) describes an important but still lesser task: 

delivering messages. 

First, we learned that the sons of God are divine, not human. The sons of God witnessed creation 

long before there were people. They are intelligent nonhuman beings. The reference to the sons of 

God as stars also makes it clear that they are divine. While the language is metaphorical, it is also 

more than metaphorical.  

Second, the label “sons” deserves attention. It’s a family term, and that’s neither coincidental 

nor inconsequential. God has an unseen family—in fact, it’s his original family. The logic is the 

same as that behind Paul’s words in Acts at Mars Hill (the Areopagus) that all humans are indeed 

God’s offspring (Acts 17:28). God has created a host of nonhuman divine beings whose domain 

is (to human eyes) an unseen realm. And because he created them, he claims them as his sons, in 

the same way you claim your children as your sons and daughters because you played a part in 

their creation.”  M. Heisner. The Unseen Realm  Lexham Press, 2015 

How does this relate to The Four Living Creatures of Ezekiel and Revelation??? 

***We saw the end of Job 38, now look at the beginning of Job- 

The sons of God (Elohim) (Satan included 1:6) came to present themselves before Yahweh. (Job 

1:6; 2:1) 

Job1:6 “Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, 

and Satan also came among them. 7 And the LORD said to Satan, “From where do you come?” 

Then Satan answered the LORD and said, “From roaming about on the earth and walking around 

on it.”  

(It is interesting that LORD is Yahweh (1:6-12) but Satan refers to HIM as Elohim 1:9) Pride? 

2:1 AGAIN there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, 

and Satan also came among them to present himself before the LORD. 2 And the LORD said to 

Satan, “Where have you come from?” Then Satan answered the LORD and said, “From roaming 

about on the earth, and walking around on it.”  

The sons of God are Elohim (plural) but are not Yahweh. (singular) Psalm 29 

1 Ascribe to Yahweh, O sons of God, (O heavenly beings ESV, sons of the mighty NAS) 

ascribe to Yahweh glory and strength. 
2 Ascribe to Yahweh the glory due his name (Psalm 29:1–2). 

 

The sons of God are not different “persons of the triune” God nor are they humans.  
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Elohim can and is used to describe various entities: 

The biblical writers refer to a half-dozen different entities with the word elohim.  

The attributes of those entities are not equal. 

• Yahweh, the God of Israel (thousands of times—e.g., Gen 2:4–5; Deut 4:35) 

• The members of Yahweh’s council (Psa 82:1, 6) 

• Gods and goddesses of other nations (Judg 11:24; 1 Kgs 11:33) 

• Demons (Hebrew: shedim—Deut 32:17)* 

• The deceased Samuel (1 Sam 28:13) 

• Angels or the Angel of Yahweh (Gen 35:7) 

 

What the biblical writers say about Yahweh they never say about another elohim. The biblical 

writers speak of Yahweh in ways that declare their belief in HIS uniqueness and incomparability: 

“Who is like you among the gods [elim], Yahweh?” (Exod 15:11) 

“ ‘What god [el] is there in the heaven or on the earth who can do according to your works and 

according to your mighty deeds?’ ” (Deut 3:24) 

“O Yahweh, God of Israel, there is no god [elohim] like you in the heavens above or on the 

earth beneath” (1 Kgs 8:23). 

For you, O Yahweh, are most high over all the earth. 

You are highly exalted above all gods [elohim] (Psalm 97:9). 

“Biblical writers also assign unique qualities to Yahweh. Yahweh is all-powerful (Jer 32:17, 27; 

Pss 72:18; 115:3), the sovereign king over the other elohim (Psa 95:3; Dan 4:35; 1 Kgs 22:19), the 

creator of the other members of his host-council (Psa 148:1–5; Neh 9:6; cf. Job 38:7; Deut 4:19–

20; 17:3; 29:25–26; 32:17; Jas 1:17) and the lone elohim who deserves worship from the other 

elohim (Psa 29:1). In fact, Nehemiah 9:6 explicitly declares that Yahweh is unique—there is only 

one Yahweh (“You alone are Yahweh”). 

The biblical use of elohim is not hard to understand once we know that it isn’t about attributes. 

What all the figures on the list have in common is that they are inhabitants of the spiritual world. 

In that realm there is hierarchy. For example, Yahweh possesses superior attributes with respect 

to all elohim. But God’s attributes aren’t what makes him an elohim, since inferior beings are 

members of that same group. The Old Testament writers understood that Yahweh was an elohim—

but no other elohim was Yahweh. He was species-unique among all residents of the spiritual world. 

This is not to say that an elohim could not interact with the human world. The Bible makes it 

clear that divine beings can (and did) assume physical human form, and even corporeal flesh, for 

interaction with people, but that is not their normal estate. Spiritual beings are “spirits” (1 Kgs 

22:19–22; John 4:24; Heb 1:14; Rev 1:4). In like manner, humans can be transported to the divine 

realm (e.g., Isa 6), but that is not our normal plane of existence.”  Heisner 

 

Deuteronomy 32:17. 

“They [the Israelites] sacrificed to demons [shedim], not God [eloah], to gods [elohim] whom 

they had not known.” 
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“The verse explicitly calls the elohim that the Israelites perversely worshiped demons (shedim). 

This rarely used term (Deut 32:17; Psa 106:37) comes from the Akkadian shedu. In the ancient 

Near East, the term shedu was neutral; it could speak of a good or malevolent spirit being. These 

Akkadian figures were often cast as guardians or protective entities, though the term was also used 

to describe the life force of a person. In the context of Deuteronomy 32:17, shedim were elohim—

spirit beings guarding foreign territory—who must not be worshiped. Israel was supposed to 

worship her own God (here, eloah; cf. Deut 29:25). One cannot deny the reality of the 

elohim/shedim in Deuteronomy 32:17 without denying the reality of demons.” Heisner  

 

(Deuteronomy 32:8–9 also refers to the sons of God. Deuteronomy 4:19–20 is a parallel to that 

passage, and yet Deuteronomy 4:35 says there is no god elohim besides Yahweh!) 

 

3. Yahweh has created a divine family of spirit beings (Elohim, Malek Angles, sons of god) 

who help guide His creation. Some of them have rebelled and have harmed mankind. 

There is a war in the heavenly places. Ephesians 6:10-13 and we are in the midst of it!!!! 

A Problem or a Question 

If there are other divine sons of God, (Elohim) in what is the meaning of Jesus as the “only 

begotten” son of God (John 1:14, 18; 3:16, 18; 1 John 4:9)? How could Jesus be the only divine 

son when there were other divine sons? 

“Only begotten” Not only does the translation “only begotten” seem to contradict the obvious 

statements in the Old Testament about other sons of God, it implies that there was a time when the 

Son did not exist—that he had a beginning. (Arianism) 

 

The Greek word monogenes does not mean “only begotten” in a “birthing” sense. For years 

monogenes was thought to have derived from two Greek terms, monos (“only”) and gennao (“to 

beget, bear”). Greek scholars later discovered that the second part of the word monogenes does 

not come from the Greek verb gennao, but rather from the noun genos (“class, kind”). The term 

literally means “one of a kind” or “unique” without connotation of created origin. Consequently, 

since Jesus is indeed identified with Yahweh and is therefore, with Yahweh, unique among the 

elohim that serve God. 

 

“The validity of this understanding is borne out by the New Testament itself. In Hebrews 11:17, 

Isaac is called Abraham’s monogenes. If you know your Old Testament you know that Isaac was 

not the “only begotten” son of Abraham. Abraham had earlier fathered Ishmael (cf. Gen 16:15; 

21:3). The term must mean that Isaac was Abraham’s unique son, for he was the son of the 

covenant promises. Isaac’s genealogical line would be the one through which Messiah would 

come. Just as Yahweh is an elohim, and no other elohim are Yahweh, so Jesus is the unique Son, 

and no other sons of God are like him.”1 Heisner 

 

 

 

 
1 Michael S. Heiser, The Unseen Realm: Recovering the Supernatural Worldview of the Bible (First Edition.; 

Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2015), 10–37. Also see Allen P. Ross. A Commentary on Psalms (Kregel 

Academic Pres. Vol. 2, Grand Rapids MI. 2013) 715-724 

https://ref.ly/logosres/unseenrealm?ref=Page.p+36&off=940&ctx=estion+about+Jesus.+~If+there+are+other+d
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Conclusion 

 

Yahweh is the only true and the only wise GOD. He is the LORD. HE has created and formed 

elohim to function as a divine council to govern mankind. Some rebelled and at present there is a 

war and we are in the midst of it, but we await our Savior to rapture the church and usher in the 

millennial kingdom where we will rule, and reign and the angelic host will be ruled by us. No 

need to worry, but it is a time to be aware because Eph 6:10-13 is true!  

 

According to Paul in Eph 6:10-19 we are to: 

   Put on the full armor of God 

   Stand still and stand against 

   Pray- Pray always! 

 

 

 


