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Introduction  Salutation and Occasion 1:1-10 

 

I.    The Call of Christian Liberty :1-5 

       A. The Authority of Paul 1:1-2 

 

       B. The Affirmation of Paul :3-5 

 

 

II.   The Challenge to Christian Liberty 1:6-10 

A. Paul’s Amazement Concerning Apostasy :6-7 

 

 

 

 

       B. Paul’s Anathema Toward the Apostates :8-9  

            Lexical Issue---Anathema-   
 

            Theological issue Anathema 

            What is the danger for the people who change the gospel? 

The New International Version (NIV) translates the Greek word anathema much differently than 

the KJV and the NKJV which have "let him be accursed." The NIV reads instead, "let him be 

eternally condemned."  New Living translation says-  “let him be forever cursed”.  These 

translations imply two views How do we decide which view is correct? 

Two Views 

View 1:  “Concerning the anathema of Gal 1:8-9- "Paul is not talking here about church 

discipline; his language is far too strong for that. He is invoking God’s final damnation and 

wrath on people who distort the gospel of grace in Christ and substitute, in effect, Moses’ law as 

the preeminent form of revelation" (NIV Application Bible   Scott McKnight p. 51). The author 

simply asserts that the language cannot refer to temporal judgment. He does not consider other 

NT uses of anathema, or the fact that Paul includes himself as one who might fall under this 

anathema ("even though we").   

View 2: The rendering of the word anathema in Galatians 1 is: "let him be accursed" or "let him 

be under God's judgment." Either of those translations allows the English reader to decide for 

himself whether temporal or eternal judgment is in view. Paul's point is that if we learn of 

anyone preaching a false gospel, we should treat them like someone with a highly contagious 

deadly disease. We should stay away from them. Turn a deaf ear toward them.(cf. 2 John 10-11). 

Otherwise we are likely to become infected with their disease and to spread it to others.  



Conclusion- Galatians 1:8-9 contains two implicit warnings for believers: (1) Do not listen to or 

support those who distort the Gospel, and (2) Do not become such a person yourself (cf. Gal 1:6-

7). If we fail to heed these warnings, then we become subject to the curse, (i.e. temporal 

judgment of God) associated with them.” 

 

 

        C. Paul’s Answer Against “Anthro-centricity” :10  
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