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Date. Some have argued for an early date (making this one of Paul’s earliest letters), 

because Paul does not explicitly appeal to the Jerusalem Council of Acts 15. However the 

fact that Paul can refer to taking Titus to Jerusalem with him (Gal 2:1) means that he had 

already completed his first missionary journey (Acts 13–14) and thus that the Council 

had probably taken place (Acts 15). Galatians may thus be dated in the late forties or the 

late fifties. 

Situation. “Paul is clearly battling opponents who have settled in Galatia. If one adopts 

the South Galatian theory for the location of Paul’s readers, Acts 13–15 provides 

especially helpful background for the letter. These are Jewish Christians who would 

rather circumcise the Galatians—thus alienating them from their own Gentile culture—

than allow Judean Jews back home to think that Christian missionaries were lax (4:29; 

5:11; 6:12–13). Unlike Paul, a more seasoned missionary, these missionaries want to 

impose their own culture on the Galatians. 

The Issue. “At an earlier time, some Judean Christians had insisted that Phrygian (maybe 

Galatian believers) be circumcised to be saved (Acts 15:1). Although the Jerusalem 

Council had apparently settled this issue, side effects lingered: could Gentiles be part of 

God’s people without circumcision? Some of the strictest Pharisees may have required 

circumcision for salvation, but many Pharisees believed that any Gentiles who kept the 

few laws given Noah would be saved. But even for this more lenient class of Pharisees 

(cf. Acts 15:5), one could not become part of the people of God without circumcision; 

very few Jews were so lenient as to accept Gentiles on such terms. Indeed, circumcision 

had even become a major cultural symbol of fidelity to Judaism: attempts to restrict the 

practice led to revolts both before and after Paul’s time.” IVP Bible Background NT   

Some Judean Christians were now arguing that one must become culturally Jewish to 

become a full Christian, fully righteous; after all, the Bible itself made this requirement 

for one who wished to belong to God’s people (Gen 17:10–14). Further, they may have 

reasoned, if Paul argued for baptism (a post-Old Testament Jewish addition to 

circumcision), why could Judean Christians not require circumcision, even though it 

drove away potential converts? Paul argues forcefully against this view. 

 

Gentile *Gentile. Anyone who is not Jewish. In ancient Jewish parlance, this was often 

the equivalent of “pagan.” 

Pharisees *Pharisees. A movement of several thousand pious Jewish men who sought to 

interpret the law carefully and according to the traditions of previous generations of the 

pious. They had no political power in Jesus’ day but were highly respected and thus 

influential among the larger population. They emphasized their own version of purity 

rules and looked forward to the resurrection of the dead. 

baptism *Baptism. The Old Testament and the ancient world emphasized ceremonial 

washings to remove various kinds of impurity; Judaism had developed these washings 

more fully by the time of Jesus, and some sects (particularly the community that authored 

the Dead Sea Scrolls) were especially scrupulous. One once-for-all ritual designed to 

purify Gentiles of pagan impurity when they converted to Judaism (attested in the rabbis, 

in Epictetus, and elsewhere) provided the most significant model for Christian baptism: it 

indicated an act of conversion, of turning from the old life to the new. 
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The Charter to Christian Liberty 

The Call of Liberty 1:1-5 

The Challenge to Liberty 1:6-9 

 

The Ground of Liberty :1-5 

  A. The Authority of Paul 1:1-2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B. The Affirmation of Paul :3-5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary 

We have been given grace from God and the LJC, experienced by forgiveness. The 

result is manifested in the reality of peace and the hope of Heaven for those who 

deserve hell. All of this is by the plan and purpose of God to His glory. 

 

 

 

 

Application 

  1. The only real authority we have to influence people is from God.  

  2. The Power of Grace seen in the substitutionary atonement and resulting peace is the    

      beauty and power of the Gospel that allows us to go to heaven while what we  

      deserved was Hell. 

      Are we impressed with that fact? Does it overwhelm us? What do we spend out time    

      focusing on if not this tremendous truth? 
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